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THIS  PAMPHLET  has  been  especially  prepared  to  answer 
the   questions  which  will    probably  cross   the   minds  of 

a  young  man  who  is  contemplating  becoming  affiliated 
with  the  Marine  Corps  Reserve.  The  45  questions  and 
answers  will  give  you  a  comprehensive  word  picture  of  this 
special  Marine  Reserve  training,  in  which  you  are  interested. 

The  Marine  Corps,  like  your  own  college  or  university, 
is  based  upon  traditions. 

During  the  Marine  Corps'  164  years  of  service  to  our 
country,  the  members  of  this  small  band,  whose  motto  is 
Semper  Fidelis,  have  acquitted  themselves  with  valor  and 
distinction.  Since  their  organization  in  1775,  they  have 
journeyed  to  the  far  corners  of  the  world  to  add  episode 
after  episode  to  their  impeccable  record. 

Thus  were  born  the  traditions  which  are  now  a  natural 
heritage  of  every  member  of  the  Marine  Corps,  from  the 
Major  General  Commandant  to  the  newest  recruit. 

As  a  member  of  the  Marine  Corps  Reserve  these 
traditions  will  be  passed  on  to  you,  to  preserve  throughout 
your  affiliations  with  the  United  States  Marines. 


MAJOR    GENERAL    T.     HOLCOMB 

Commandant 
UNITED  STATES   MARINE  CORPS 


A  MESSAGE  FROM 
THE  DIRECTOR,  MARINE  CORPS  RESERVE 


THE  progress  made,  and  the  rapidity  with  which  Platoon 
Leaders  Classes  have  absorbed  military  instruction  during 
the  period  this  system  of  training  has  been  in  effect,  is  a 
source  of  extreme  satisfaction  to  the  Marine  Corps. 

You  are  performing  a  patriotic  service  greater  than  perhaps 
you  realize.  It  would  be  hard  to  overstate  its  value  and  im- 
portance. The  Marine  is  the  modern  "Minute  Man,"  who  must 
be  ready  on  call,  because  in  time  of  National  Emergency  he  will 
be  immediately  required  for  active  war  service. 

In  the  World  War,  unnecessary  tragic  losses  resulted  from 
lack  of  training  and  poor  leadership.  In  the  next  war,  should 
one  unfortunately  occur,  parents  have  the  right  to  expect  that 
their  sons  will  not  be  needlesssly  sacrificed.  Should  the  Marine 
Corps  be  required  to  expand  rapidly  to  meet  such  an  emergency, 
you  are  the  men  counted  on  to  lead  some  of  its  companies 
and  all  of  its  platoons.  Each  of  you  know  enough  to  realize 
how  important  that  job   is. 

It  is  hoped  you  will  seek  every  opportunity  to  widen  your 
military  knowledge,  by  taking  every  opportunity  for  further 
active  training,  and  by  pursuing  correspondence  courses  offered 
by   the   Marine   Corps   Schools. 

The  continued  success  of  the  Platoon  Leaders  Class  re- 
quires the  acquisition  of  new  men  to  take  your  places  on  grad- 
uation. You  know  the  requirements,  the  high  type  of  person- 
nel desired,  and  who  among  your  friends  can  be  counted 
on  to  make  good.  There  is  a  wealth  of  such  material  in  each 
college  or  university.  It  is  requested  that  each  one  of  you 
line  up  at  least  five  desirable  candidates  to  see  the  Recruiting 
Officer  when  he  visits  your  institution.  The  Marine  Corps 
will   greatly  appreciate   this   service. 

You  will  find  the  training  profitable,  and  realize  its  great 
value  to  the  Nation,  as  a  result  of  your  increased  physical  vigor, 
mental  activity,  and  better  understanding  of  the  duties  and 
responsibilities  of  good  citizenship.  To  each  one  of  you  the 
Marine  Corps  extends   its  thanks  and   congratulations. 


GENERAL  WILLIAMS  ADDRESSES  PLATOON  LEADERS  CLASS 
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INSTRUCTION   IN  PISTOL  MARKSMANSHIP 
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"THE  MARINE  CORPS,  prior  to  the  Spring  of  1935. 

I  was  confronted  with  a  most  serious  situation. 
Should  a  national  emergency  have  been  declared,  the  »^ 
Corps  would  have  been  without  second  and  first  lieutenants. 
These  grades  in  the  regular  service  would  have  been  vacated 
due  to  the  necessary  expansion  of  the  Marine  Corps,  -eaz- 
quarters  Marine  Corps  pondered  this  situation.  Altogetner  too 
few  officers  were  available. 

Let  us  look  back  for  a  moment  to  the  condition  of  the 
Marine  Corps  Reserve  just  before  the  World  War.  On  March 
31,  1917.  six  days  before  the  war  with  Germany  was  declared. 
the  Marine  Corps  Reserve  had  the  pitiful  strength  in  its  entirety 
of  three  officers  and  thirty- three  enlisted  men.      In   Brooklyn, 

New  York,  scanners  of  the  Reserve  strength  found  the  largest 
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single  force  one  officer  and  seven  enlisted  men.  A  month 
later  the  Reserve  had  been  increased  to  forty  officers  and  1 ,047 
enlisted  men.  The  maximum  strength  the  Reserve  attained 
during  the  World  War  was  276  officers  and  5,968  enlisted  men. 

These  comparatively  feeble  forces  were  mustered  out  of 
active  service  during  1919  to  remain  in  the  Reserve  until  their 
period  of  enlistment  was  over.  With  the  usual  lack  of  interest 
in  military  affairs  which  has  followed  all  our  wars,  the  great 
majority  of  the  members  of  the  Reserve  failed  to  reenlist.  The 
force  grew  smaller  and  smaller  and  on  July  1,  1925,  there  were 
but  147  officers  and  532  enlisted  men.  In  July,  1935,  after 
long  battles  for  the  improvement  of  the  Reserve,  there  were 
listed  on  its  rolls  736  officers  and  9,669  enlisted  men. 

The  Marine  Corps  believed  that  even  that  number  would 
not  approach  its  needs  in  time  of  mobilization.  Were  war  to 
come  the  Corps'  most  crying  need  would  be  properly  trained 
junior  officers.  How  to  meet  this  was  the  problem  to  be  solved. 

"Comb  the  schools  of  the  nation  for  desirable  material 
for  reserve  officers,"  became  the  order.  This  order  is  being 
successfully  carried  out. 


CAS  DEFENSE 


MARKSMANSHIP   TRAINING 


Here  is  the  plan:  Each  year  regular  officers  of  the  Marine 
Corps  are  sent  to  a  selected  list  of  colleges  and  universities 
over  the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  interviewing  appli- 
cants for  the  Platoon  Leaders  Class  of  the  Marine  Corps  Re- 
serve. The  schools  are  selected  because  of  their  mental 
requirements  for  students,  their  curricula,  and  because  they 
have  no  Army  or  Naval  R.  0.  T.  C.  units.  This  latter  step  was 
taken  in  order  to  avoid  conflict  with  the  Army  and  Navy  who 
procure  their  Reserve  officers  through  the  R.  0.  T.  C.  units. 
The  heads  of  the  colleges  are  notified  when  these 
Marine  officers  will  arrive  and  permission  is  requested  and 
arrangements  made  in  advance  for  the  interview  of 
the  candidates. 

By    this    system    a    carefully    selected    group    of 

■'^students  are  nominated  to  attend  the  Platoon  Leaders 

Class  at  Quantico,  Virginia,  on  the  east  cost  of  the 

United   States,    or   at   San    Diego,    California,    on    the 

west  coast. 

Each    student    so    selected     is     enlisted     in     the 
Marine   Corps   Reserve    for    a     period   of   four  years. 
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PLATOON   LEADERS  CLASS—  1936 
MARINE  CORPS  BASE,  SAN  DIEGO,  CALIF. 

The  applicant  is  definitely  given  to  understand  that  during 
peace  time  if  he  requests  he  will  receive  a  discharge  from 
the  Marine  Corps  Reserve. 

After  successful  completion  of  twelve  weeks  of  instruc- 
tion (two  annual  periods  of  six  weeks  each),  as  members  of 
the  Platoon  Leaders  Class,  and  upon  recommendation  of  the 
Commanding  Officer  of  the  Platoon  Leaders  Class,  when  grad- 
uated from  the  college  or  university  in  which  matriculated, 
and  upon  presentation  of  required  data  concerning  physical 
and  moral  fitness,  the  student  will  be  commissioned  as  a  sec- 
ond lieutenant  in  the  Marine  Corps  Reserve. 

This  novel  departure  in  the  method  of  officer  procure- 
ment for  the  Marine  Corps  and  the  Marine  Corps  Reserve  was 
inaugurated  in  1935  for  the  purpose  of  forming  an  adequate 
force  of  well  selected,  carefully  trained  second  lieutenants  who 
will  be  available  immediately  in  case  of  a  national  emergency. 
This  system  is  now  fully  in  operation.  Some  450  hand-picked 
students  from  colleges  and  universities  throughout  the  Nation 
receive  each  summer  intensive  training  which  results  in  their 
being  commissioned  in  the  Reserve  upon  their  graduation  from 
their  respective  colleges  and  universities. 
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INSTRUCTION   IN  81    mm  MORTAR 

Each  year  a  few  of  the  outstanding  members  of  this  class 
have  been  commissioned  in  the  regular  Marine  Corps.  Addi- 
tional details  concerning  this  opportunity  will  be  found  on 
page  25. 

To  be  trained  by  and  with  the  Marines  appeals  to  college 
men  throughout  the  country  and  it  is  not  surprising  that  there 
are  many  more  applicants  for  each  Platoon  Leaders  Class  than 
there  are  vacancies. 

If  a  candidate  has  been  accepted  for  the  Platoon  Leaders 
Class  it  is  up  to  him  whether  or  not  he  successfully  completes 
the  course,  but  he  may  rest  assured  that  he  will  receive 
every  possible  aid  and  assistance  from  the  Marine  Corps  and 
its  officers. 

ELIGIBILITY 

The  candidate  for  enrollment  in  the  Platoon  Leaders 
Class  must  be  a  member  of  the  Sophomore  Class  at  college 
and  must  meet  the  physical  and  moral  standards  of  the  Marine 
Corps.  He  should  be  really  interested  in  this  opportunity  to 
associate  himself  with  our  Corps.  Prior  to  undertaking  the 
initial  six  weeks  of  training  he  should  satisfy  himself  that  he 
is  fully  acquainted  with  ail   of  the  circumstances  surrounding 
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his  prospective  status  and   is  willing  diligently  to  pursue  the 
instruction  offered  him. 

TRANSPORTATION  AND  MAINTENANCE 

The  Marine  Corps  provides  transportation  by  rail  at 
Government  expense  to  and  from  the  camps  to  which  the 
members  of  the  Platoon  Leaders  Class  have  been  assigned.  The 
men  are  sent  either  to  Quantico  or  San  Diego,  whichever  place 
is  more  economical  for  the  Government. 

Likewise,  the  Marine  Corps  provides  uniforms,  equipment, 
food,  quarters,  and  also  medical  and  emergency  dental   treat- 


DEMONSTRATION    IN   FIELD  COMMUNICATIONS 
ment  to  each  platoon  leader  while  in  camp. 

Pay  is  that  of  the  grade  of  private  first  class — thirty 
dollars  per  month.  Other  than  for  toilet  articles,  cleaning 
gear,  laundry  service  and  amusements  (movies  in  the  Post 
Moving  Picture  Theatre  are  usually  free  to  the  service  per- 
sonnel) there  are  few  expenditures  necessary. 

Summer  comes,  and  a  short  time  after  vacation  begins  the 
Platoon  Leaders  from  the  various  schools  "shove  off  for  camp. 
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When  they  arrive  at  San  Diego  or  Quantico, 
as  the  case  may  be,  the  Platoon  Leaders  are 
assigned  to  companies,  platoons,  and  squads  in 
rapid  order  by  regular  Marine  officers  and  enlist- 
ed men.  These  officers  and  men  have  been 
thoroughly  and  carefully  trained  in  the  school- 
ing of  these  young  college  men. 

TRAINING  DETAILS 
A  schedule  of  intensive  training  has  already 
been  prepared  and  it  is  so  arranged  that  it  will  permit  the 
maximum  training  in  the  subjects  with  which  Marine  officers 
must  become  familiar.  Mess  facilities  are  prepared  to  begin 
feeding  the  Platoon  Leaders  promptly  upon  their  arrival  and 
non-commissioned  officers  and  enlisted  men  are  on  hand  to 
help  them  fit  themselves  into  the  "art"  of  becoming  Marines. 
As  previously  mentioned,  the  full  course  of  regular  train- 
ing is  twelve  weeks  divided  into  two  annual  periods  of  six 
weeks  each.  The  initial  period  is  designated  as  the  "Junior 
Course"  and    the    second    period    as    the  "Senior    Course."  A 
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further  period  of  training  is  accorded  selected  grad- 
uates of  the  Senior  Course.  This  third  period  is 
designated  as  the  "Advanced  Course"  and  includes 
four  weeks  of  training  in  PLC  status  and  two  weeks 
of  active  duty  in  reserve  commissioned  status. 

The  juniors  start  their  new  life  with  the  study 
of  the  basic  course.  Then  these  college  students, 
who  have  become  Marines,  receive  six  weeks' 
training  of  an  intensity  which  compares  favorably 
with  that  of  the  training  camps  during  the  World 
War.  Seniors  and  students  of  the  Advanced  Course  undertake 
similar  intensive  training  under  schedules  appropriate  to  their 
previous  experience  and  instruction.  Today  it  is  reasonable 
to  expect  much  more  will  be  accomplished  in  a  given  time 
than  was  possible  during  the  confused  and  stirring  days  of  '17. 
Now  we  have  leisure  to  ponder  our  problem  and  we  have  a 
fund  of  experience  to  draw  upon. 

As  nearly  as  it  is  possible  in  this  short  time,  every  phase 
of  Marine  Corps  life  is  presented  to  these  young  men. 

Let  us  now  look  at  some  of  the  angles  of  the  life  of  a 


MACHINE  GUN   INSTRUCTION 
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ENTRUCKING   FOR   SIGHT-SEEING   IN   WASHINGTON 

Platoon    Leader   before   we  go   into   the  details  of   the   training 
schedules. 

The  Platoon  Leaders  are  chosen  from  students  between 
the  ages  of  IS  and  23.  They  have  just  completed  their 
sophomore  year,  are  wide  awake,  active  young  Americans  with 
a  consuming  desire  to  spend  their  summer  holidays  in  a  man- 
ner that  will  bring  them  diversion  from  their  months  of  study 
in  class  room  and  laboratory.  The  Platoon  Leaders  Class  appeals 
to  them  for  a  number  of  reasons  which  are  secondary  to  the 
main  objective — winning  a  reserve  commission. 

The  Platoon  Leader  works  hard  as  he  follows  and  assim- 
ilates the  points  brought  out  in  the  training  schedule,  but  he 
has  considerable  opportunity  for  recreation  and  amusement. 
Short  sight-seeing  trips  to  nearby  points  of  interest  and 
various  types  of  athletics  are  encouraged. 

Thus,  half  his  summer  vacation  is  spent  to  his  present 
and  future  advantage  and  at  the  conclusion  of  the  training 
period,  he  still  has  a  week  or  two  in  which  to  do  whatever  he 
chooses  before  his  college  or  university  term  starts. 
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Now,  let  us  look  for  a  little  while  at  the  type  of  things 
the  Platoon  Leaders  do  as  they  are  receiving  their  training  at 
Quantico  or  San  Diego.  The  training  schedules  of  the  three 
courses  are  based  on  a  progression  from  the  status  of  initiate 
to  that  of   reserve  commissioned  officer. 


MACHINE   GUN   ANTI-AIRCRAFT   FIRE 


In  general,  instruction  is  divided  into  Disciplinary,  Tech- 
nical, and  Tactical  grouping  of  subject  matter.  The  most  pop- 
ular subjects  are  those  connected  with  the  handling  and  em- 
ployment of  weapons.  Field  exercises  also  appeal  to  the  aver- 
age Platoon  Leader.  He  is  not  so  much  interested  in  disci- 
plinary drills  and  lectures — parades  and  ceremonies  excepted. 
Marksmanship,  particularly  the  firing  of  record  practice  with 
the  rifle  and  pistol,  invokes  enthusiasm  and  keen  competition. 
However,  like  a  true  Marine,  the  Platoon  Leader  usually  puts 
his  best  into  any  task  assigned. 

Most  of  the  Platoon  Leaders  have  had  no  previous  military 
training,  and  it  is  only  logical  that  one  cannot  expect  them 
to  step  off  as  finished  products  of  this  Marine  Corps  Training 
unless  they  devote  a  part  of  their  time  to  the  theoretical 
portion  of  their  training.  That  means  that  before  they  appear 
for    squad    drill,    company    drill,    or    in    the    battalion    parades 
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which  mark  each  training  period, 
they  must  know  what  they  are  doing 
and  why. 

Consequently,    their    disciplinary 
subjects  include  lectures  on  the  man- 
ual  of  arms,   close  order  drill,   and   ceremonies  such   as  guard 
mount,   parades,    reviews  and   inspections. 

Then  too,  since  these  Platoon  Leaders  are  Marines  they 
must  learn  something  of  the  organization  of  which  they  are  a 
part,  something  of  its  history  and  reputation. 

Such  subjects  as  these  are  covered  in  lectures  and  talks 
by  officers  of  the  Marine  Corps  Schools  or  other  especially 
qualified   instructors. 

At  frequent  intervals  written  tests  are  given  Platoon 
Leaders.  These  tests  are  designed  not  only  to  gauge  the  prog- 
ress of  the  students  as  individuals,  but  also  to  ascertain  the 
efficiency  of  the  instruction  methods  being  pursued.  Experi- 
ence has  shown  that  Platoon  Leaders,  with  few  exceptions, 
earn  consistently  high  marks  in  such  tests.  It  might  be  men- 
tioned that  these  tests  have  considerable  bearing  on  the  stand- 
ing of  individual  students  within  their  respective  organizations. 
They  are  also  considered  in  determining  the  final  recommen- 
dation for  the  return  of  students  for  more  advanced  training, 
and  for  commissioned  status,  both  reserve  and  regular. 

A  hundred  and  one  other  interesting  features  of  military 
life  are  brought  before  the  Platoon  Leaders  Class  before  they 
finish  their  six  weeks'  tour  of  duty  and  before  they  regretfully 
pack  up  to  return  to  their  homes. 

There  are  exercises  of  the  platoon  and  company  in  combat; 
lectures  on  the  use  of  gas  in  warfare;  bayonet  drill;  hikes; 
actual  conditions  of  scouting  and  patrolling;  landing  operations 
which  are  so  important  to  Marines;  aircraft  operations  and 
defense;  and  night  operations. 

Taking  it  all  in  all,  the  six  weeks'  period,  one  each  year 
for  two  years,  gives  these  young  Marine  Reservists  a  concen- 
trated  education   in   military  affairs.     Not  only  do   they   learn 
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military  practices  and  procedure,  but  there  is  impressed  upon 
them  in  further  detail  that  they  must: 

1.  Keep  themselves  physically  fit,  both  in  camp  and  in 
the   field. 

2.  Be  able  to  shoot  straight  with  a  rifle,  a  pistol  and,  as 
occasion  may  demand,  with  semi-automatic  and  automatic 
weapons. 

3.  Know  their  duties  and  the  duties  of  every  man  with 
whom  they  come  immediately  into  contact,  both  in  attack  and 
defense. 

To  explain  the  duties  of  these  men  as  Reservists  and  what 
is  expected  of  them  by  the  Marine  Corps,  the  following  is 
quoted  from  an  address  of  Brigadier  General  Richard  P. 
Williams,  U  S.  Marine  Corps,  the  former  Director,  Marine 
Corps  Reserve: 

"The  Reserves  are  patriotic  citizens,  who  in  time  of 
peace  train  themselves  to  the  best  of  their  ability  for 
service  with  the  Marine  Corps  in  time  of  war.  Theirs  is 
a  work  of  purest  patriotism." 

That  shows  what  the  older  men  of  the  Marine  Corps 
Reserve  have  done  and  are  doing.  It  is  purely  the  result  of 
the  morale  they  themselves  have  established  as  members  of 
the   Marine  Corps. 

Further,  it  brings  out  the  fact  that  after  the  training 
periods  are  over,  Marine  Reservists  are  expected  to  resume 
their  places  as  civilians  in  the  civilian  world  and  to  undertake 
the  responsibilities  which  may  come  to  them  there. 

The  purpose  of  the  Platoon  Leaders  Class  is  not  to  train 
officers  for  continuous  service,  but  to  train  outstanding 
American  young  men  for  efficient,  capable  service  with  troops 
in  time  of  emergency. 
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3. 
A. 


1.  What  is  the  Marine  Corps  Reserve? 
A.      It  is  an  organization  of  patriotic  citizens 

^who  are  willing  in  time  of  peace  to  tran 
for  service  with  the  Marine  Corps  in  case 
of  war,   or  national   emergency. 

2.  What   are    the   advantages   of    identifying 
myself  with    the    Marine   Corps    Reserve? 

A.  In  case  of  a  national  emergency  you  assure 
yourself  the  privilege  of  serving  in  the 
branch  of  the  military  service  of  your  choice,  as  a  com- 
missioned officer. 

What  is  the  Platoon  Leaders  Class? 

It  is  a  training  camp  wherein  outstanding  students  of  se- 
lected colleges  and  universities  are  trained  for  a  commission 
as  second  lieutenant  in  the   Marine  Corps  Reserve. 

Under  what  conditions  is  a  member  of  the  Marine  Corps 
Reserve  subject  to  active  duty? 

Only  when  the  President  of  the  United  States  proclaims 
that  a  State  of  War  or  a  National  Emergency  exists,  or 
upon  the  reservist's  personal  written  request  for  training. 
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OUTDOOR   CLASSES  ARE   POPULAR 

5.  What  is  meant  by  a   National    Emergency? 

A.  Such  a  serious  state  of  affairs  of  external  or  domestic 
origin  that  the  President  is  moved  to  proclaim  that  the 
emergency  exists. 

6.  Can  a  member  of  the  Marine  Corps  Reserve  be  ordered  to 
perform  "strike  duty"? 

A.  No,  unless  the  strike  assumes  proportions  of  national 
danger.       (As  proclaimed  by  the  President) . 

7.  May  a   member  of   the   Marine   Corps   Reserve   belong   to 
any  other   military  organization? 

A.     No. 

8.  Is  a  member  of  the  Marine  Corps  Reserve  subject  to  the 
draft  in  event  of  war? 

A.  No.  Your  services  are  already  pledged  to  the  United 
States    Marine   Corps. 

9.  What   are   the    age    limits    for    enlistment,     for    Platoon 
Leaders  Training? 

A.     From  eighteen  to  twenty-three  years  of  age. 

10.     How  do   I    establish  the  date  of  my  birth? 
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RETURNING   FROM   A   "HOP" 


A.  By  means  of  a  birth  certificate  or  by  means  of  your 
parents'    sworn    affidavit. 

11.  Must  my  parents  consent  to  my  enlistment? 

A.     Yes,  in  writing,  if  you  are  less  than  21   years  of  age. 

12.  Must  I  pass  a  physical  examination? 

A.  Yes.  In  addition  to  the  original  examination  for  enlist- 
ment in  the  Marine  Corps  Reserve,  a  re-examination  will 
be  required  before  entering  additional  periods  of  training. 
A  further  examination  by  a  Board  of  Medical  examiners  will 
be  required  in  order  to  establish  physical  qualification  for 
commissioned  status. 

13.  How  can  I  join  the  Marine  Corps  Reserve  and  be  assigned 
to  the  Platoon  Leaders  Class? 

A.     You    must   enlist    in    the    Marine 
Corps  Reserve. 

14.     How    long   is    the   enlistment   in 
the  Marine  Corps  Reserve? 

A.     You  must  enlist  for  four  years. 
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15.  Can  I  be  discharged  from  the  Marine  Corps 
Reserve  before  the  expiration  of  my  enlist- 
ment. 

A.  Yes.  in  time  of  peace,  your  request  for  dis- 
charge will  meet  with  IMMEDIATE  AP- 
PROVAL. 

16.  If  I  enlist  in  the  Marine  Corps  Reserve,  is 
attendance  at  the  Platoon  Leaders  Class 
compulsory? 

A.  No,  You  must  make  application  for  each  period  of  train- 
ing. 

17.  If  while  at  camp  I  become  dissatisfied,  may  I  leave? 

A.  You  may  request  to  be  ordered  to  return  to  your  home  and 
your  request  will  meet  with   IMMEDIATE  APPROVAL. 

18.  What  periods  of  training  will  be  required  for  successful 
completion  of  the  Platoon  Leaders  Class? 

A.  Two  annual  oeriods  of  six  weeks  each.  A  third  period 
of  four  weeks  may  be  accorded  you  and  upon  completion 
of  this  advanced  training  two  weeks  of  active  duty  in 
reserve  commissioned  status  will  follow. 


INSTRUCTION  WITH  AUTOMATIC  RIFLE 
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19.  What  is  the  purpose  of  this  training? 

A.  To  give  you  the  basic  military  education  of  a  second 
lieutenant   in   the   Marine  Corps  Reserve. 

20.  When  will  I  be  commissioned  a  second  lieutenant  in  the 
Marine  Corps  Reserve? 

A.  Upon  successful  completion  of  the  Senior  Course  (second 
six  weeks  of  training)  subject  to  additional  requirements 
as  follows: 

A  recommendation  by  the  officer  commanding  the 
Platoon  Leaders  Class,  which,  together  with  your  training 
record,  report  of  physical  examination,  and  data  support- 
ing your  scholastic  and  moral  qualifications,  will  be  con- 
sidered by  a  Marine  Corps  Examining  Board. 

Evidence  of  your  graduation  from  the  college  or  univer- 
sity in  which  matriculated,  and  of  your  physical  and  moral 
fitness. 

Your  written  application  for  the  commission  when  the 
eligibility  requirements  above  outlined  have  been  met. 

21.  What  standards  of  proficiency  must  be  attained  in  order 
successfully  to  complete  the  Platoon  Leaders  training? 


SV^IMMINC  QUALIFICATIONS 
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OFF   TO   VISIT   NAVAL    POWDER    FACTORY 


A.  A  record  card  is  maintained  for  each  Platoon  Leader 
throughout  each  course  of  training.  At  the  close  of  each 
training  period  a  Platoon  Leaders'  Fitness  Report  is  made 
out  for  each  student.  Based  on  the  average  markings 
within  each  group  (platoon)  of  Platoon  Leaders,  and  upon 
the  aptitude,  application,  character,  and  general  worth 
demonstrated  during  the  training  period.  Platoon  Leaders 
are  recommended  for  return  to  undertake  the  Senior 
Course,  Advanced  Course  or  for  reserve  commissioned 
status,  as  the  case  may  be. 

22.  Is  it  possible  to  obtain  a  commission  in  the 
Marine  Corps  upon  successful  completion  of 
the  Platoon  Leaders  Class? 

A.  Yes.  It  is  the  present  policy  to  offer  com- 
missions as  probationary  Second  Lieutenants 
in  the  regular  service  to  outstanding  graduates 
of  the  Platoon  Leaders  Class.  Depending  on 
the  number  of  vacancies  in  the  regular  com- 
missioned establishment  (grade  of  second 
lieutenant)  on  the  first  of  July  following  com- 
pletion of  a  Senior  Course  of  Platoon  Leaders 
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A. 


24. 


A. 


training,  a  quota  of  vacancies  is  usually  assigned 
to  Honor  Graduates  of  that  course.  Not  more 
than  five  percent  of  the  graduating  seniors  can 
be  designated  as  Honor  Graduates.  During  their 
twelve  weeks  of  training  as  members  of  the  Pla- 
toon Leaders  Class  they  must  have  demonstrat- 
ed their  aptitude  and  general  fitness  for  the 
regular  service. 

23.  Have  Honor  Graduates  of  the  Platoon  Leaders 
Class  been  accorded  commissions  in  the  regular  service 
recently? 

Yes.  For  the  past  four  years  several  such  Honor  Graduates 
have  been  commissioned  each  year. 

Is  there  any  other  way  in  which  graduates  of  the  Platoon 
Leaders  Class  can  obtain  regular  commissions? 

Yes.  After  receiving  commissions  in  the  Marine  Corps 
Reserve  they  are  eligible  to  take  a  competitive  examina- 
tion for  entry  into  the  regular  commissioned  establishment, 
if   they  can   fulfill    requirements. 


m 


HEAVY   BROWNINGS   ON   THE   RANGE 
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ElV; BARKING  IN  SMALL  BOATS 

25.  Where  can  I  enlist? 

A.  An  officer  of  the  U.  S.  Marine  Corps  will  visit  the  college 
or  university  in  which  you  are  now  enrolled. 

26.  Will   I  be  paid  while  on  active  duty? 

A.  Yes.  You  will  upon  enlistment  be  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  private  first  class,  and  will  be  paid  thirty  dollars  a 
month. 

27.  What  allowances,  if  any,  will  I   receive? 

A.  You  will  be  clothed,  given  a  place  to  sleep  with  appropriate 
bedding,  given  your  meals  and  furnished  needed  medical 
and  emergency  dental  attention  while  in  training. 

28.  In  case  of  accident  to  me  during  training  will  the  Govern- 
ment furnish   me  compensation? 

A.  Yes,  you  will  be  entitled  to  all  benefits  prescribed  by  law 
for  civil  employees  of  the  United  States  who  are  physi- 
cally injured  in  the  line  of  duty,  or  who  die  as  the  result 
thereof;  and  the  U.  S.  Employees'  Compensation  Commis- 
sion shall  have  jurisdiction  in  such  cases. 

29.  Where   will    this   training   be   given? 

A.  Those  students  living  east  of  the  Mississippi  River  will  be 
trained  at  the  Marine  Barracks,  Quantico,  Virginia,  on  the 
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Potomac  River,  35  miles  from  Washington.  Those  students 
living  west  of  the  Mississippi  River  will  be  ordered  to 
Quantico  or  to  San  Diego,  California,  whichever  is  the 
more  economical   for  the   U.   S.  Government. 

30.  How  do   I   get  to  camp? 

A.  You  will  be  issued  your  transportation  by  the  Quartermas- 
ter,  U.  S.   Marine  Corps. 

31.  Will  I  be  subject  to  naval  law  and  jurisdiction  while  in 
training? 

A.  Yes,  when  you  are  in  an  active  duty  status,  you  are  always 
subject  to  the  laws  and  jurisdiction  of  the  Naval  Service, 
(Marine  Corps) . 

32.  Who  are  the  instructors  during  the  training  period? 

A.  Selected  officers  of  the  U.  S.  Marine  Corps  assisted  by 
especially  selected  and  trained  non-commissioned  officers. 

33.  What  working  hours  will  be  required  during  the  training 
period? 

A.  Usually  seven  hours  on  week-days,  except  Saturdays. 
Saturday  afternoons,  Sundays  and  holidays  will  ordinarily 
be  at  the  disposal  of  students. 


WITH   THE   LIGHT   TANKS 
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COMPANY  "B"  PLC— 1939 
CAPTAIN  G.  W.  WEEKS— COMMANDING 


34.  Other  than  that  required  by  the  training  schedule,  what 
work  will  be  required  of  me? 

A.     You   will    be    required    to   keep  your    living   quarters    in   a 
neat  and  sanitary  condition. 

35.  Can  I  expect  to  receive  week-end  leave? 

A.     Yes.     Leave  will  be  from  12:00   (noon)   on  Saturday  until 
midnight  on  Sunday 

36.  What  amusements  are  to  be  found  at  Quantico? 

A.     Movies,  tennis,  volley  ball,  handball,  softball,  sailing,  fish- 
ing, swimming  and  bowling. 

37.  At  San  Diego? 
A.    The  same  as  at  Quantico. 

38.  Will    I    be  expected   to  participate   in  r^^^f'Ml 
organized  athletics?  UYiTw^^jr 

A.     Entirely  optional. 

39.  Will  I  be  required  to  wear  the  uniform 
on  leave? 

A.     No.     You  will  be  encouraged  to  wear 
civilian   clothing. 
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40.  What  articles  should    I    bring  to  the   training  camp? 

A.  Bring  your  toilet  articles  in  addition  to  your  civilian  cloth- 
ing and  if  you  care,  musical  instruments,  tennis  racquets, 
etc. 

41.  What   is  my  mailing  address  while  attending  training? 

A.  Platoon  Leaders  Class  -  Eastern,  Marine  Corps  Schools, 
Quantico,  Virginia. 

Platoon   Leaders   Class    -  Western,     Marine    Corps     Base, 
Naval   Operating   Base.   San   Diego,   California. 

42.  May  friends  and  relatives  visit  me?  Where  can  they  stay 
in  Quantico?     In  San  Diego? 

A.  Yes,  but  hotel  facilities  at  Quantico  are  very  poor.  The 
Hostess  House  there  will  have  a  few  accommodations. 
Friends  and  relatives  should  be  informed  to  make  their 
visits  on  Saturdays  and  Sundays,  and  preferably  to  secure 
hotel  accommodations  at  Fredericksburg  which  is  23  miles 
from  Quantico,  or  Washington  which  is  35  miles  from 
Quantico.  Limited  accommodations  are  available  at  Tri- 
angle and  Dumfries,  Va.,  which  are  within  8  miles  of  the 
reservation.      Hotel   facilities  are  available  in  San  Diego. 

43.  Will  I  receive  aviation  training  at  these  training  camps? 
A,     No.    The  training  is  for  duty  as  an  infantry  officer.    Efforts 

will  be  made  to  give  you  a  flight  in  aircraft. 

44.  What  is  a  second   lieutenant's  pay  while  on  active  duty? 

A.  Second  lieutenants  are  paid  $125.00  per  month  plus  allow- 
ances totaling  S58.00  per  month  for  quarters  and  subsist- 
ence. Total  SI  83.00. 

45.  Will  I  receive  training  when  I  am  commissioned  in  the 
Marine  Corps  Reserve? 

A.  It  is  the  earnest  desire  of  the  Marine  Corps  to  train  Reserve 
Officers  who  are  active,  interested  in  improving  their  mil- 
itary efficiency,  and  have  the  time  to  perform  training 
duty.  However,  such  training  will  depend  entirely  upon 
appropriations  made  by  Congress  for  the  training  of  the 
Marine  Corps  Reserve;  and  in  no  case  unless  you  make  a 
request  in  writing  for  such  training. 
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Incident  to  the  limited  national  emergency  recently 
proclaimed  by  the  President,  over  one  hundred  second 
lieutenants  accepted  tender  of  active  duty  for  a  period  of 
six  months  or  longer.  Should  the  emergency  remain  in 
force  for  an  appreciable  period,  additional  reserve  officers 
may  be  given  opportunity  for  training  and  active  duty 
with   regular  organizations. 
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REVERIE 

When   the   fire   logs  are  kindled 

And  the  wine  is  flowing  red, 
And  we  chat  with  gay  abandon 

Of  the  things  we  did  and  said, 
I   shall   lead  the  reminiscence 

With  my  tales  of  joy  and  woe, 
And  describe  the  situation 

As  it  was  in  Quantico. 

I  will  tell  how  we  reported 

Green  as  grass  and  rather  dumb, 
How  the  non-coms  rode  us  ragged 

Til  our  weary  souls  were  numb. 
I  will  stress  the  slow  transition 

From    recruit   to  soldier's   plane 
And  will  dwell  upon  the  glory 

Of  the  Corps  without  a  stain. 

I'll  declaim  of  troop  inspection 

And   the  thrill   of  dress  parade, 
Of  the  complicated  standards 

Whereby  officers  are  made. 
Of  our  plane  hops  and  our  journeys 

Here  and  there  and  'round  about, 
Of  the  warfare  in  the  bushes 

When  we  put  the  foe  to  rout. 

I   will  eulogize  commanders 

And  their  oh-so-patient  ways, 
And  the  non-commissioned  moguls 

Who  made  interesting  the  days. 
I  will  mention  hand  grenading, 

Bayonet  and  skirmish  lore, 
(And  the  fact  that  Sergeant  Buckley 

Doesn't   love   me  anymore!) 

And  when   the  coals  are  ashes 

And  my  reverie  is  done, 
That  is  when  I'll  miss  the  barracks 

And  the  uniform  and  gun. 
But  'twill  be  a  strong  incentive 

Through  the  winter  and  the  spring 
To  return  to  Leathernecking 

And  the  pleasure  it  will  bring. 

— L.    F.    Riefstahl. 
Northwestern    University,    Platoon    Leaders  Class — 1937 
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THESE  ARE  ACTUAL  PHOTOGRAPHS  OF 
PLATOON  LEADERS  CLASS  TAKEN  AT 
MARINE  BARRACKS.  QUANTICO.  VA. 
AND  MARINE  CORPS   BASE,  SAN  DIECO. 


